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The Project “Extension of Human Rights to Education” has been conceptualised as a council to the UN. Various social actors involved in the ex-
tension of human rights to education will work out different aspects of this matter with the aim of formulating a “Declaration on the Extension of
Human Rights to Education” to the UN for voting. The project focuses on Article 26 of the UN Declaration of Human Rights which is to be modiied/
supplemented in the sense of a progressive enlargement. The original deadline for submitting the Declaration to the UN was 10th December 2018,
the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This date is considered by management to be the time to fully develop the
project, which is expected to take several years.

Since the UN General Assembly of 1948 proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in resolution 217(A), several international
agreements, conventions and declarations have been adopted which seek to provide new ways of approaching the human right to education. On the
basis of the concrete experience with these subsequent agreements, and in light of an expanded and deepened conception of education, Article 26
of the UDHR will be re-examined and reformulated by a council, participation in which is open to all the democratic forces of the world. This is the
outstanding feature of the project “Extension of Human Rights to Education”.

The series of articles published in PoliTeknik under the theme “Thoughts and Recommendations on Extending Education Rights in UN
Declaration of Human Rights” since September 2015, have highlighted the global need for the project.

This series drew participation from education unions, scientists and students from Germany, Turkey, Switzerland, United States of Amer-
ica, Cuba, India, Australia, Greece, Chile, Brazil, Spain and Costa Rica. The ideas and suggestions presented in the articles are diverse and
wideranging. The contributors focus on the content, quality, funding, duration, implementation, target groups, and sponsors of education, engage
theoretically with definitions of education, and are broadly critical of Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The project is designed to take on board concerns of affected and interested parties around the world, and to meet needs that are new or neglected.
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The invention of the modern enlightened
subject and the advent of the discourse of

the African Other subject

N,

Introduction

The 16* century, in western Europe,
it brought the revolution in thought,
historical formation and in social the-
ory in general yet disastrous effects on
African continent and the rest of the
non-western Europe. The subject who
used to rely on intuitive qualities of
the mind to establish truth-value was
born in 16" century. Modern subject
therefore killed the medieval subject
who relied on the scripture as a tool
of enquiry to establish the truth.

The first part of the paper present
theoretical foundations of the Europe-
an modern enlightened subject. The
second focus on the advent of the Af-
rican Other subject in the discourse of
colonial modernity.

The importance of the Copernican
revolution: From Copernicus to
Galileo

This part presents the theoretical
foundations of European modern en-
lightened subject, grounded in the
explanation of the Copernicus revolu-
tion. Further afield, this part is going
to demonstrate how Copernicus rev-
olution paved the way for the emer-
gence of the modern science through
dismantling the medieval subject al-
beit Copernicus left the project of in-
vention of the modern subject incom-
plete that Kepler and Galileo had to
finish it [the invention of the modern
subject].

Copernicus

Prior Copernican revolution, peo-
ples in Europe understood themselves
to be human living under the great
cosmology that was finite and limited
by the tangent of God above it. People
believed heavens were a sacred space
and that the heavenly bodies were
understood to be pure sacred entities

whose light was synonymous with
salvation (Tarnas, 1991). What can be
glanced from Copernicus revolution
is that it thus obliterated salvation
from the nature. The sacred notions
from nature ceased to exist because
of the objective truth of science in
lieu to metaphysics. Karl Marx aptly
characterized this phenomenon as,
“what was once sacred has become
prophane’.

Copernicus revolution dislodged
cosmology through the scientific rev-
olution. The 16" century scientific
revolution destructed the ancient cos-
mological order qua Cristian Judeo
cosmology through the geometrical
and mathematical methods of inquiry.
The 16" century scientific geometri-
cal and mathematical methods of in-
quiry were borrowed from Egyptians
and Greek scientists. Therefore, it can
be said scientific revolution was the
retrieval of the Greek and Egyptian
geometry and mathematics (Tarnas,
1991).

Copernicus revolution mantra was
an attempt to predict the movement
of the celestial. Copernicus acknowl-
edged thataclear mathematical frame-
work that is comprehendible had to
be invented. Therefore, Copernicus
invented mathematical framework
that discarded Aristotelian-Ptolemaic
Geocentric model.

Copernicus, therefore, reached a
conclusion that Ptolemaic system
made it difficult to predict the move-
ment of the heavenly bodies and fur-
ther posited Ptolemaic strategy failed
to establish and to explain the move-
ment of celestial notwithstanding its
sophisticated mathematics tool of en-
quiry (Tarnas, 1991: 248). Copernicus,
therefore, reading the ancient litera-
ture, established that many Greek phi-
losophers and mathematicians had
proposed a moving terrestrial there-
fore Copernicus was fascinated by the
theory of the esteemed sun. Accord-
ingly, Copernicus, advancing Pythag-
orean and Platonic theory, advanced
the theory of a moving earth together
with the sun centred universe. This

phenomenon is said to be heliocentric
model (Tarnas, 1991: 205).

In a nutshell, heliocentric theory
entailed the destruction of the notion
of the division between the terrestrial
and the celestial. The Catholic church
welcomed Copernicus’ findings not-
withstanding resistance from the
protestant reformist block. The prot-
estant reformist argued that Coperni-
cus revolution contradicted and fur-
ther polluted the bible and therefore
the church for positing terrestrial was
moving. (Tarnas, 1991: 252). Coperni-
cus revolution caused a chaos as the
whole ancient belief system was falsi-
fied bringing to the fore uncertainty
and scepticism.

Copernicus revolution however
retained the ancient traditional as-
sumptions. For instance, Copernicus
retained Ptolemaic dictum of uniform
circular motion. The reason Coper-
nicus retained the ancient traditions
was because of heliocentric model. He-
liocentric model had complex mathe-
matical application that it inherited
from the Ptolemaic mathematical
system. Therefore, Copernicus rev-
olution theory of moving terrestrial
theory was dismissed as its findings
seemed impossible. Copernicus left
problems of the project he initiated
to solve inconclusive thus, scientists
such as Kepler, Galileo, Newton and
Descartes had to complete it (Tarnas,
1991: 255- 257).

Kepler

Kepler believed in the mystical su-
premacy of numbers and geometrical
forms and further believed sun was
the image of God’s head. Kepler was
devoted to the harmony of the heav-
enly spheres and inspired by Neopla-
tonism motivation.

Kepler’s objective was to establish
simple mathematical laws that would
help to solve the problem of the plan-
ets. Kepler, therefore, concluded that
the universe was arranged in accord-
ance with elegant harmonies. Kepler
inherited the correct astronomical

observation collected by Tycho De
Brahe (Tarnas, 1991: 256). Contra-
ry to Copernicus, Kepler had simple
geometrical figure and simple math-
ematical equation that helped him
to produce results of quality obser-
vation. Kepler was able to outdo the
Ptolemaic system; the system that Co-
pernicus reached limitations to tran-
scend (Tarnas, 1991: 255-257). Kepler
solution led to the physically account
of the heavens as material entities
with its motions regarded to be phys-
ical same as everyday experience on
earth bellow.

Galileo

Galileo contributions advanced Co-
pernicus’ theory of the heliocentric
model. Galileo created a telescope to
the celestial for improved observation
and quality results based on evidence
to validate heliocentric model. The
findings Galileo found validate Co-
pernicus theory of the moving earth
and the sun centred universe (Tarnas,

1991).

Galileo observations further paved
the way for a renewed examination
of the empirical phenomenon with a
critical eye. A new celestial world was
opening to the European mind for the
exploration. Not only celestial world
was opening for observations, rath-
er- likewise withe celestial, terrestrial
world was opening for the observa-
tions. The opening of terrestrial world
gave rise to the notion of explorers
that became the midwife of colonial-
ism and colonisation.

The initiation of the modern sub-
ject

In this part, I will establish the con-
tribution of the scientific revolution
and the works of Descartes to the for-
mulation of the modern subject.

Descartes

Descartes invented the category of
the subject and advanced the move-
ment away from the dictum of the
Ancient Greek metaphysics started
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by the scientific revolutionaries. Des-
cartes gave the emerging science its
philosophical principles by initiating
the modern subject.

The Cartesian category of the sub-
ject gave birth to a new epoch known
to us as modernity.

There are six theses to the Cartesian
subject: namely, the typological sub-
ject, the res extensa subject, res cog-
itans subject, instantaneous subject,
radical doubt or uncertainty subject
and the structuralist subject albeit
that we are not going to parse on the
all here.

The typological subject

Descartes believed that there is an
evil genius who exist and whom must
die for man to be born. Descartes be-
lieved in the idea of creation that there
was a God who created the world, He
left everything in the supervision of
man.

Descartes first meditation observed
that typological subject manifest itself
in two forms. There is God who is the
creator who is Supreme good and the
fountain of truth. On contrary, there
is an evil genre which is powerful and
scheming (Descartes, 2002: 32). Des-
cartes believes that the evil genre has
been preying on his sense to deceived
him. However, God cannot deceive
him due to his qualities of goodness
and Holiness (Descarters,2002).

Res extensa of the subject

The res extensa is the extended
attributes of the subject are the ob-
jective world viz the matter, the body
and the universe. It can be argued
that the extended things are the pri-
mary measurable objective qualities
a la Galileo. These are things that are
subjected to radical doubt (Descartes,
2002: 28).

Res extensa has the capacity to be
determined by a certain shape as it
can fill up the void so to exclude oth-
er objects from filling that void (Des-
cartes, 2002).

Therefore, res extensa subject can
be comprehend senses qua taste,
smell, touch, sight, and hearing and be
moved to various ways by an external
entity. Moreover, res extensa, perhaps,
itcan be argued thatis the true subject
of observation and scientific knowl-
edge.

Res cogitans subject

Res cogitans subjectinanutshell the
thinking subject qua ego sum subject.
Res cogitans, in juxtaposition with res
extensa, is the un-extended thinking
subject. Res Cogitans characterised
by its capacity to doubt and its capabil-
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ity to think popular known as , cogifo
ego sum or I think therefore I am. Res
cogitans capacity to doubt manifest
itself in a manner that it doubts all ex-
ternal sources of knowledge extent its
own body and doubt the existence of
God (Descartes, 2002: 69).

Radical scepticism and radical
doubt subject

Radical scepticism and radical
doubt subject are mutually compati-
ble with res cogitans subject. Radical
scepticism seeks to prove the exist-
ence of the cogitans over the extensa
through doubt. Radical scepticism to
establish truth it must reach indubita-
bility point for it to establish the truth

ject dehumanised the African subject.
What enabled the western scientific
subject to dehumanise the African
subject was the discourse of othering
the African subject emanating from
the scientific subject. In the following
part discuss the othering discourse of
the African subject.

The advent of African Other sub-
ject

This section examine the classifi-
cation of human beings in society to
arrive at how Aristotelian grids were
used to exclude the African corporeal
schemer to be radical othered subject.

After having established the west-
ern scientific subject it has become
apparent that it value differentiating

(Descartes, 2002: & ferry, 2010). This
subject is visible in the Cartesian cog-
ito, on Marxian notion of the species
being, and to Hegelese conscious-
ness/spirit.

During scientific revolution epoch
in Europe there was sceptical rela-
tivism concerning external sources
of knowledge. This was because of
the void left by the destruction of the
old cosmology of the truth criterion
(Ferry, 2010: 275). Therefore, it could
be argued that the subject of radical
scepticism in the Cartesian subject is
an interpellated subject because its
doubting does not exist in isolation of
its context.

Nonetheless, the genealogy of the
scepticism and radical doubt is trace-
able back to the philosophy of the
ancient Greek. The idea of the episte-
mological doubt, scepticism and the
idea of uncertainty emanates from the
Greek humanists (Ferry, 2010: 275).
This mean that the subject does not
merely exist, rather- it is interpolating
from traditional and ancient beliefs.

However, when the western scientif-
ic subject encountered with the Afri-
can subject, the western scientific sub-

and to signify the differentiation.
Moreover, it has become apparent that
western world moves in a linear pro-
gression.

Modernism as tradition began with
a dialectical moment through which
Europe superseded other geo-political
locations on the globe. Post European
geo-political location supersession,
non-European locations occupied an
antithetical position to European mo-
dernity. The non-European peoples
were, and are still, regarded as savag-
es, backward, barbarism, as compared
to the European cogito. Regarding
non-Europeans as the other became
a feature of the European gaze to the
other subject in a cannibalistic man-
ner destined for violent death (Mu-
dimbe, 1988).

Theories of diversity of the human
being as well as their classification
tables resulted in the construction
of discourses of taxonomy and biol-
ogy with particular aims of studying
physical differences amongst human
beings (Mudimbe, 1988: 06). The crea-
tion of these discourses was informed
by the ideologies of social Darwinism.
The advocates of this line of think-
ing believed that there were human

beings who were superior to other
human beings. Linnaes Systema
Naturae is an example of a modern
classification of the human species or
homo sapiens into Europeans, Asians
and Africans based on phenotypical
differences and animalistic behaviour
and/or spirit (Mudimbe, 1988: 09).
This system is closely associated with
the exclusionary nature of the west-
ern discourse of colonial modernity in
its scientific and philosophical nature
(Mudimbe, 1988: 09).

The discipline of the art in the 18"
century was influenced by the philo-
sophical and scientific principles of
modernity. In fact, art was the mani-
festation of the principles of western
discourse underpinned by philosoph-
ical and scientific principles that mar-
ginalised Africans within patterns of
symbolic and material realities.

During the 15" century, the first
artefacts from Africa made their way
to Europe through Portuguese sailors
and were kept in safe cabinets of curi-
osity to be viewed by Europeans (Mu-
dimbe, 1988: 10).

During the 18" century, however,
the art came in to further constitute
a category of African arts thus sym-
bolizing the difference. Prior to the
18" century, there was no category of
difference in the field of art and every
artefact that seems to differ from the
European art - which is purported to
be the standard art was considered to
account for the diversity of the catego-
ry of the same. Artefacts in cabinets
of curiosity came to constitute catego-
ries of difference.

Art was in fact used to justify en-
slaving Africans by portraying them
as dark creatures, savages and ugly le-
viathan-like humanoids and therefore
in need of Western civilization and
Christianity for their redemption.

Mudimbe (1988: 01- 23) outlines the
role played by the discourse of art in
nullifying the humanity of the black
colonized people of the African con-
tinent. With arrival of the explorers
at the Cape and with their voyagers
encounters with the Africans at the
Cape with diabolic intentions to dis-
tort the image of the Africans. The,
voyagers gave a non-human account
of Africans to the European artists. Eu-
ropean artist in their quest for fame,
perhaps, experiencing a struggle to
know what was seen by the explorers,
they were determined to complete
their paintings and used the distorted
accounts of the image of the Africans.
The intention was to fuel their artistic
imaginations (Mudimbe, 1988: 07).
They would sometimes return to the
Greek Art- with Italian style- to try to
find ways to create standards of racial
differences espoused by the voyagers
(Mudimbe, 1988: 07).
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The modern subjects’ representa-
tion and the imagination of the Af-
rican Other

Foucault (1981: 55) informs his read-
ers that in the 16" century that cogito,
qua the modern, subject emerged as
the continue with the quote which
was prior to experience and all forms
of knowledge. This can be, perhaps, to
be considered the passion of the west-
ern mind. This modern subject was
used as the form of exclusion and was
instituted in the discourse of colonial
modernity (Foucault, 1981: 55). Mu-
dimbe (1988), the categories Africa’,
‘Dlack’ and the ‘other’ are an inven-
tion of a passionate western cogito
human who can give meaning to the
existence of things and name them. In
Foucauldian discourse analysis, mad-
ness and difference are constituted by
discourses and practices that regulate
social normality or acceptance form
abnormality and non-acceptance
within western society (Foucault,
1981: 56). In the same vein, the cat-
egories of Africa constituted by the
discourse of colonial modernity and
the practices that regulates discours-
es about the entire African that is seen
as abnormal and unacceptable in its
entirety in comparison to western so-
ciety.

One of such practice relating to the
metaphysical subject of modernity is
the category of the same or a univer-
salizing variable is history (with small
letter ‘h’) as a meta-narrative, i.e.,
there are two theses of history. One is
History and the second one is history.
The subject of History is the real hu-
man being that has the right to give
meaning and naming. The second his-
tory is the negation of African subject.

Magubane (2004: 130- 131) dis-
course analysis illustrate to us what
enabled the modern subject to rep-
resent the black colonized. Magubane
(2004: 130- 131) state that the colonial
discourse was written from the white
locus of enunciation which privileged
a white settler minority and exclud-
ed the black indigenous majority.
The discourse of colonial modernity
is burdened with representations of
black colonized people as an aberra-
tion of whiteness with everything that
is bad about humanity and the world.
Whiteness is being described as or-
dained to civilize the black colonized
savages and stamp out barbarism.
This discourse valorised white people
and allocated white people with the
category of human beings who have
the capacity to imagine and to repre-
sent (Magubane, 2004: 130- 131).

The institution of the disciplines of
African studies and Anthropology, as
realities of classification of beings, al-
so account for the representation and
the imaginations of the African other
(Mudimbe, 1988). The emergence of

these academic disciplines was in line
with the dominant capitalist ideology
closely associated with colonialism
(Mudimbe, 1988: 16- 17). From this
we can conclude that the emergence
of anthropology served colonial inter-
ests. To be more explicit, anthropolo-
gy was instituted to directly serve the
interests of colonial modernity and it
became a stronghold of colonial dom-
ination of the other and maintenance
thereof at the level of discourse. Im-
bued with social Darwinist and mer-
cantile world views, anthropologists
started to interpret the notion of sav-

agery and primitiveness (Mudimbe,
1988: 17).

One example of the exclusionary
nature of anthropological ideologies
was the theory by Turgot during the
1750s which created hierarchies of
people from savages to civilized using
cultural and linguistic categories. Tur-
got undertook to determine whether
a group of people was primitive or
civilized by looking at whether they
were a hunting society or a capitalist
society (Mudimbe, 1988: 04- 10).

The categories from which anthro-
pologists of the 18th century im-
agined and sought to represent the
other were in line with capitalistideas
of the time. Capitalism is thus quintes-
sentially the need for European econ-
omies to penetrate virgin lands with
the purpose to enlighten the savages
and primitives (Mudimbe, 1988: 18).
It is from this capitalist world view
and Western experience that anthro-

pology represented and imagined the
African other subject.

Fanon (1967: 18 - 19) informs us
that to assume alanguage is to assume
a culture. For the black colonized peo-
ples who have been reduced to a state
of nothingness with their linguistic
categories reduced to that of animal
state and culture to a state of wildness
in the jungle therefore for the black
colonised peoples to speak the lan-
guage of the colonizer fluently is to be
close to human. Thus, in South Africa
the emergence of black nationalism
was informed by the black intelligent-

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Preaching_from_a_Waggon_(David_Living-

sia fighting for inclusion in moderni-
ty and civil society. Peter Abraham
(1954), together with others in South
Africans during the anti-Apartheid
struggle- inspired by W. E. B Dubois-
aspired to talented tenth notion un-
like the nationalist who were fighting
for the inclusion to modernity and
civilised society.

The entire experience of coloni-
al modernity was of physical and
spiritual violence thus metaphysical
calamity for the black colonized peo-
ple. The role of colonial discourse in
this calamity was to objectify the cor-
poreal schema of the colonized into
an object of scorn and hate (Fanon,
1967: 110- 111).

Black people are observed not to
have ontological categories to utilize
in their defence as a result of the way
they have been represented by the
colonial subject of modernity in the

history of western modern discourse
(1967: 110- 111). Discourse has its sys-
tems of exclusion that seeks to regu-
late it (Foucault, 1983: 52- 54). When
Africans tried to utilize discourse
they are still marginalized because of
their supposed cannibalism, primi-
tive cultures and customs that are not
in line with civilization and they are
furthermore reminded they do not
have the representative and imagina-
tive qualities of the modern rational
subject thus do not possess ontologi-
cal categories (Fanon, 1967: 110- 111).

In effect, the argument goes, ac-
cording to colonial-modernity, black
people do not possess ontological
categories and philosophical catego-
ries that mitigate in their favour as
human beings or cogifo. Therefore,
black people in the history of colonial
discourse and experience do not have
the metaphysical categories to assert
their humanity from the interiority of
the discourse of modernity and thus
they fail to be human beings through
the text and through language.

Conclusion

This article has explained the Co-
pernican revolution in modern sci-
ence and stated its importance in the
initiation of modern subject. There-
fore, it has focussed on the advent of
the modern subject and the advent
of the African other in the discourse
of colonial modernity and the role
played by the Copernicus revolution.
Therefore, this article has argued that
Copernicus revolution opened space
for the subject of scientific methods of
inquiry and the destruction of the old
cosmology that meant a movement
from metaphysics to scientific meth-
ods of inquiry.

Bibliography

Abrahams, P. 1952. Tell freedom, London: Faber
and Faber.

Dreyfus, H. and Kelly, S.D., 2011. A/l things shining:
Reading the Western classics to find meaning in a sec-
ular age. Simon and Schuster.

Fanon, F. 1967. Black Skins, White Masks, New York:
Groove Press, pp. 07- 30.

Ferry, L., 2010. Learning to live: A user's manual.
Canongate Books.

Foucault, M. 1981. The order of discourse. In unty-
ing the text: A Post Structuralist Reader, R. Young
(Ed), Routledge, pp. 55- 77.

Magubane, Z. 2004. White skins, White masks: un-
masking and unveiling the meaning of whiteness, in
Bringing the Empire Home, Chicago and London:
The university of Chicago Press.

Mbembe, A. 2001. The Aesthetics of Vulgarity. In
on the Post-colony, Johannesburg: Wits University
Press.

Mudimbe. V. Y. 1998. Discourse of Power and
Knowledge of the otherness. In the invention of Afri-
ca. Indiana university Press, pp. 1- 23.

Tarnas, R., 2010. The passion of the Western mind:
Understanding the ideas that have shaped our world
view. Random House.

PoliTeknik United




Page: 20

PBLT k.!'!ik[nternational
Prof. Fatima Mouhieddine

FLSH-Eljadida - Marocco

JANUARY-APRIL | Edition: No. 1

Habiter en couple mixte, habiter une culture en
construction - Le cas des couples franco-marocains

Résumé

Habiter en couple mixte, habiter
une culture en construction
Le cas de couples franco-maro-
cains

Habiter en couple souléve d’autant
plus de difficultés que les partenaires
sont issus de deux espaces culturels
distants, ce qui est le cas de ceux qui
sont dits « mixtes ».

Passée la lune de miel mue par
le souci de chacun des partenaires
d’ »inscrire leurs deux corps dans une
psyché unique », phase narcissique
par excellence visant a éradiquer
toute différence, visant un seul « habi-
tat » c’est, comme pour tout couple, au
contact du quotidien que surgissent
les difficultés, dans la durée, 'espace
et les diverses circonstances de la
vie sociale et personnelle. Ainsi, les
conflits surgissent sur le tracé des
frontieéres du moi et du non-moi ; sur
les limites a respecter pour préserver
l'intégrité de chacun et percevoir ou
commence I'intimité du territoire de
l'autre...

Mais, différemment de tout couple
« ordinaire », ces sources de diffé-
rends sont exacerbées par I'absence
ou la faiblesse des compétences lin-
guistiques ; par une connaissance
superficielle et le plus souvent stéréo-
typée de la culture de l'autre ; par des
attentesidéalisées, par des comporte-
ments «incompréhensibles » portant
sur des modes de pensée qui heurtent
parfois des habitudes acquises et les
systemes de valeurs... . Bref, les terri-
toires doivent étre redéfinis et, a 'ha-
bitat « unique » succédent des habitats
plus ou moins sécants, plus ou moins
habitables a deux, plus ou moins
contenants, mais toujours des tracés
a redisposer. Ce qui renvoie ... aux
fondements culturels de chacun, a
des interrogations sur leurs pratiques
et celles de l'autre... mais aussi a re-
connaitre que l'autre peut aussi étre,
et « est » porteur d’'une « troisieme »
culture non seulement existante mais
aussi dynamique et évolutive. Il s’agit

alors d'une culture qui n’est ni celle
de 'un ni celle de l'autre mais plutot
une synthese des deux, une culture
en construction ou les traits culturels
d’origine se trouvent souvent (ou tou-
jours) sous des formes différentes, re-
présentant ainsi un enjeu fondamental
de la négociation portant sur I'habitat
commun.

Vivre dans une culture en construc-
tion ne veut pas dire conserver sa
culture telle qu'elle est a l'origine mais
plutot mieux « habiter » sa culture,
comme culture légitime et reconnue,
tout en acceptant de la confronter a
celle de l'autre, accepter de la trans-
former en une culturelle individuelle :
une culture en dialogue susceptible de
se transformer en conséquence.

Cette troisieme culture, sourcée
dans des crises plus ou moins impor-
tantes, « bricolée » sur les fondamen-
taux de la vie, pose la question de la
transmission des codes culturels de
chacun, de leur filiation et de leur(s)
affiliation(s) ainsi que de leur devenir.
Elle remet en question les étayages et
les organisateurs psychiques d chacun
pour accueillir une autre culture sans
que le sentiment de continuité du soi
ne soit rompu. A des cultures aux diffé-
rences marquées, succede une culture
nouvelle, de négociation, qui puise ses
racines dans ... I'ancien.

Cette communication a pour ob-
jectif d’interroger le processus ame-
nant les partenaires de ces couples
mixtes a constituer cette troisieme
culture mais aussi 2 montrer comment
les traits culturels de 1'un et l'autre,
« étrangers », se trouvent encore, sous
des formes différentes dans cette troi-
sieme culture.
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Introduction

a thése de doctorat porte sur la
construction des relations au sein
d’'un couple mixte. La question de
l'identité en constitue le fil directeur.
Partant de cette these, dans le cadre
de ce colloque, il me paraitintéressant
de placer 'habitat dans ses rapports 2
l'identité.

Les nombreux travaux menés sur
les couples mixtes ont concernés
essentiellement des francais ayant
épousé des étrangers, ceux de (Emma-
nuelle Santelli et Beate Collet) (1992),
Hammouche (1998), Tribalat (1991)).
IIs sont relatés a travers le prisme de

I'émigration Sud/Nord . Différemment
d’eux, nous avons choisi, d'interro-
ger des conjoints francais émigrants
ayant épousé des femmes résidentes
au Maroc en nous penchant sur
quelques composantes essentielles de
leur vie quotidienne.

Ces composantes sont issues de nos
lectures et des premieres analyses
d’entretiens réalisés sous forme de
récits de vie uniquement aupres des
femmes, Ils ont été menés en 2009-
2010. 11 en ressort plus particuliere-
ment, quatre dimensions: lhistoire
des deux pays, l'espace, la religion et
la langue au quotidien. Les résultats
concernent 10 couples. Seuls sont
présentés ceux portant sur les récits
de vie des épouses.

La sélection de ces couples a été
établie grace a quelques criteres ob-
jectifs : 'age et le niveau d’études, le
niveau socio économique du conjoint
et la stabilité du couple vivant au Ma-
roc depuis au moins 3 ans.

1. couples mixtes et histoire des
deux pays

Beaucoup de travaux sur les couples
mixtes ont en commun de souligner
un contraste, une opposition - voire
un conflit potentiel - entre les parties
contractantes de cette union méme si
les éléments en cause varient en fonc-
tion du parametre considéré (nationa-
lités, religions, "ethnies», ages, sexes,
gotits, etc.).

Des travaux plus récents dénotent
le passage des relations axées sur
une culture colonialiste reproduisant
au sein du couple des relations qui
étaient les reflets des relations des
pays respectifs des conjoints (Var-
ro, 2003) vers une autre culture qui
reconnait les origines culturelles
contrastés, et qui n’est plus fondée sur
une coloration mono culturelle.

En faisant le choix de vivre avec un
occidental, la femme marocaine tente
d’instaurer de nouveaux modes de re-
lations avec son conjoint en créant un
lien fondé sur I'égalité qui consolide
son couple et I'aide a se construire au-
trement. Je ferais '’hypothese qu'une
nouvelle identité est en construction
dont la mesure ou ces femmes as-
pirent a vivre en rejetant un mode de
vie fondé sur leur dépendance vis-a-
vis de 'homme.

2. Aménagement Aménagement
spatial et la quéte identitaire

Laménagent spatial de [Ihabitat
constitue une forme de manifestation
de l'identité.

Préalablement il faut en choisir la
forme. Ainsi Leila a insisté pour ne
pas vivre dans un habitat traditionnel
mais dans un immeuble, mettant en
avant la notion du voisinage. Elle s’y
sent plus libre, notamment de pouvoir
entrer et sortir de chez elle sans étre
épiée par tout le quartier et de pou-
voir s’habiller autrement. Sara nous
confie quelle avait porté le voile parce
quelle ne se sentait pas libre, et quen
habitant désormais avec son mari
dans un quartier non traditionnel elle
se sent suffisamment libre pour sortir
sans voile.

Or fréquemment les conjoints fran-
cais cherchent a2 mettre une coupure
avec le monde occidental, en aspi-
rant 2 une vie qu'ils disent authenti-
quement marocaine. Ce peut étre la
source d’'un conflit entre eux. Selma se
plaignait du fait que son mari voulait
absolument quitter la ville et s’instal-
ler dans le village des grands parents
maternels, 12 ou Selma n’a jamais mis
les pieds. 1 lui tenait un discours éco-
logique qu’elle ne pouvait accepter.

Du quartier a la maison, ces jeunes
femmes interrogent en méme temps
leurs espaces et elles-mémes a travers
la question d’'une identité renouvelée.
Leurs choix d’habiter les nouveaux
quartiers s’inscrit dans la continuité
d’'une rupture nécessaire 4 I'émer-
gence et a I'affirmation de leurs iden-
tités.

La maniere dont est occupé l'espace
intérieur renvoie souvent aux fon-
dements culturels de chacun, a des
interrogations sur leurs pratiques et
a celles de l'autre. Elle conduit aussi
a reconnaitre que l'autre peut aussi
étre, et « est » porteur d’'une culture
différente. Des aménagements sont
nécessaires et ils font 'objet de né-
gociations conduisant a I'émergence
d'une « troisieme » culture, dyna-
mique et évolutive. Elle n’est ni celle
de I'un ni celle de l'autre mais plutot
une synthése des deux, une culture
bricolée faite des traits culturels de
I'un et de l'autre, et elle est I'objet de
négociation au sein du couple, ce qui
permet I'instauration de nouvelles re-
lations incluant les traits respectifs de
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chaque culture. Ainsi Nadia est passée
d’une maison « Dar », qui appartient a
tout le monde et 2 personne en méme
temps, traditionnelle, 2 une mai-
son permettant de ne voir la famille

qu’une fois par mois.

A titre explicatif, javancerais que la
représentions de 'espace domestique
chez ces femmes marocaines, se trans-
forme dans la mesure ou dans la tradi-
tion, la jeune fille et la femme mariée
sont toujours considérées comme des
invitées.

Lintérieur de I'habitat reflete le pas-
sage dune disposition traditionnel,
conventionnel vers une dimension
dont laquelle I'intimité du couple est
mise en avant. La question des terri-
toires revient souvent. Amal apprécie
que les territoires masculins et fémi-
nins soient entremélés, mais dit-elle
que la cuisine soit exclusivement fé-
minine surtout quant sa famille est
la. Najat veut bien que son mari débar-
rasse la table, mais ne veut pas qu’il
touche a la cuisine, » il peut rester au
salon en attendant que le repas soit
prét ». Quant a Leila, elle a besoin de
ses espaces 2 elle pour que chacun oc-
cupe son «role naturel ».

A T'image de son quotidien, l'espace
domestique d'un couple mixte est in-
vestit par les composantes culturelles,
de l'ordre de la domination ou de la
suprématie, du confort ou de I'écolo-
gie, du modernisme ou du traditio-
nalisme, mais c’est surtout un miroir
qui reflete cette nouvelle facon de
vivre autrement, qui n’est pas encore

tout a fait construite, mais qui est déja
tres différente du model de I'un et de
l'autre.

3-Habiter par la religion

Bien que pour les femmes inter-
viewées, la question de la religion
reste secondaire, essentiellement liée
aux fétes, les occidentaux doivent
se convertir a I'islam s’ils veulent se
marier avec une femme musulmane.
En dépit de leur conversion, des réti-
cences subsistent. Elles sont générale-
ment levées sur la base d’'un compro-
mis, c’est celui de I'aide économique
que le conjoint francais peut apporter
a cette famille. Cest le cas de Leila
qui précise que son mariage avec
son conjoint francais lui a permis de
prendre en charge de la famille. Amal
dit «...de toute facon mon mari touche
une pension sans travailler...c’est
comme c¢a la-bas...mes parents
peuvent en profiter aussi ». Quant a
Najat elle confirme que ses fréres ont
accepté de « donner sa main » au fran-
cais, pour qu’il leur facilite la vie ici et
peut étre ailleurs ».

Je ferais I'hypothese que la mul-
tiplication des mariages entre les
« nouveaux convertis » et ces femmes
marocaines, est un indicateur d’'une
évolution en douceur de la société,
fondé sur une certaine souplesse non
dite dans les relations entre des com-
munautés culturellement différentes,
qui tend non pas a se fondre I'une
dans l'autre (rapport de force), mais a
construire une troisiéme culture.

4-Habiter la langue

Habiter la langue est délicat au sein
de ces couples. En effet, les occiden-
taux n'éprouvent pas le besoin d’ap-
prendre une langue qui est remise
en question par les nationaux. De
leur coté, les femmes marocaines dis-
posent toujours de deux ou trois lan-
gues. C’est peut étre pourquoi, elles
sont tres réticentes ou refusent d’ap-
prendre le francais. Ainsi, Fatem ne
trouve pas la nécessité de parler fran-
cais , puisque dit -elle « elle ne va pas
habiter en France ». Il en découle que
le plus souvent les échanges sont fon-
dés sur la mise en place d'un code qui
leur est propre pour communiquer,
réduisant sans doute leurs échanges.
Une conséquence peut étre celle d'une
remise en question de la transmission
d’'une langue aux enfants : sur quel
code sera-telle fondée ?

Conclusion

Comme esquissée a traves les entre-
tiens, la question d’habiter en couple
mixte renvoie bien a une culture
inachevée, en construction, dont les
formes prennent racines dans un
passé ambivalent. Il est rejeté par les
deux quant il concerne la dimension
affective des relations. Il est rejeté
seulement par les femmes quant il
concerne l'habitat.

Il semble donc intéressant de pour-
suivre la réflexion sur la question de
la transmission appliquée au couple
mixte, car elle permet d’interroger
les identités personnelles, comme

le résultat de conjonctions entre des
appartenances plus collectives et des
choix individuels.

"Emmanuelle Santelli et Beate Collet, » Comment re-
penser les mixités conjugales aujourd'hui ?Modes de
formation des couples et dynamiques conjugales d'une
population francaise d'origine maghrébine», dans Revue
européenne des migrations internationales, 2003.p.51-
79.

2 Hammouche Abdellatif,Mariages et immigration, la
famille algérienne en France, PU Iyon, 1998.

3 Tribalat Mihéle, 100 ans immigration étrangers d'hier
francais  d'aujourd'hui, Institut National D'études
Démographiques, 1991.

“Varro Gabrielle, Sociologie de la mixité, de la mixité
amoureuse aux mixités sociales et culturelles,Belin,
2003.

°10.000 mariages mixtes selon les statistiques du
Ministere de la justice marocain en I'année 20007.
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THE AGE OF
REVOLUTION
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Eric Hobsbawm

Jor balf a century.

traces with
brilliant anlytical clavity the
transformation brought about
in evry spheve of European life
by the Dual revolution - the
1789 French revolution and
the Industrial Revolution that
originated in Britain. This en-
thralling and original account
highlights the significant sixty
years when industrial capital-
ism established itself in Western
Europe and when Euvope estab-
lished the domination over the
rest of the world it was to hold
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THE BELL TOLLS
Ernest Hemingway
ISBN: 9780099289821

High in the pine forests of the
Spanish Sierra, a guerrilla
band prepares to blow up a
vital bridge. Robert Jordan, a
young American volunteer, has
been sent to handle the dyna-
miting. There, in the moun-
tains, he finds the dangers
and the intense comradeship
of war. And there be discovers
Maria, a young woman who
bas escaped from Franco's re-
bels. FOR WHOM THE BELL
TOLLS is Ernest Hemingways
[finest novel, a passionate ev-
ocation of the pride and the
tragedy of the Civil War that
tore Spain apart.
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Experiences from the UFPB’s Educational and Public
Outreach (EPO) for the Promotion of Dialogue and
Intervention on Pedagogic Mediation of School wi-
th Teenagers Living in Casas de Acolhimento’ in Jo2o

Pessoa/PB - Brazil

Introduction

The universitary extension experi-
ences lived through the “Promotion
of Dialogue and Intervention on Ped-
agogic Mediation of School with Teen-
agers Living in Casas de Acolhimento”
outreach project, which was approved
by the 2017 PROBEX/UFPB, had, as its
goal, to enhance the academic and civ-
ic formation of graduation students,
and to elaborate pedagogic interven-
tion strategies with education profes-
sionals connected to public schools
funded by the Municipality and/or
State, in which children and teenagers
suffering from age/grade distortions
originating from Casas de Acolhimen-
to study at, in the city of Jodo Pessoa/
PB - Brazil.

To do so, we did studies and a diag-
nosis of the teenagers’ scholastic reali-
ty, and mapped the schools where they
are enrolled. Following up, we visited
three of those schools, and took partin
pedagogic planning meetings, aiming
to draw a profile in time and space of
the teenagers/students from the Casas
de Acolhimento.

Along with the school staff and the
participating students® involved in the
project, we studied the concepts of “Ca-
sas de Acolhimento”, “Social Vulner-
ability”, and “Pedagogic Mediation”,
to then discuss the vulnerability situ-
ation of the teenagers/students, and
how it would be possible to reroute the
everyday pedagogic and educational
classroom practices in order to im-
prove these subjects’ learning.

With that goal in mind, the outreach
project worked towards presenting
sensitivity training workshops to the
school teachers. Three (03) schools
were chosen to implement the project,

PoliTeknik United

two (02) of them belonging to the mu-
nicipality’s educational institutes, and
one (01) to the state’s.

In the project’s first year (2017), our
focus was on the sensitization process
of the school’s education profession-
als, aiming to enable a dialog about
pedagogic strategies to overcome
the situation of scholastic failure that
encompasses the low school perfor-
mance, and the learning difficulties of
these sheltered teenagers.

We sought, however, to specifically
study and learn about social vulnera-
bility, a state and/or condition that en-
velops those teenagers living in Casas
de Acolhimento.

A brief word on social vulnera-
bility

The initial meetings with the under-
graduate students at the beginning
of the PROBEX/UFPB 2017 project
talked about Institutional Sheltering
of children and teenagers, as well as
the Shelter Services, the Complexity
Levels (Basic and Special Social Pro-
tection), the Types of Shelter Services,
the sheltering and shelter withdrawal
of children and teenagers by the afore-
mentioned services and, at last, how
Concentrated Hearings® work.

Such knowledge was important to
the students, in order for them to know
the judicial apparatus that ensures the
rights of those teenagers living in Ca-
sas de Acolhimento. We will highlight
next a few dialogues about the situ-
ation of social vulnerability that as-
saults those teenagers.

According to CARARA (2017), and
SILVA and RAPOPORT (2013), social
vulnerability is characterized by the
impossibility of modifying one’s cur-
rent conditions. It is related to those
families exposed to risk factors, and
who live in precarious conditions.

Therefore, those citizens, who live in
a situation of social vulnerability, do
not recognize their rights, nor know
where and how to claim for changes
to their life conditions; bound to this
situation is the precarious state of the

educational process, since a significant
portion of these subjects suffer from a
low education.

To GOMES and PEREIRA (2005), the
social vulnerability situation of low
income families is directly linked to
structural poverty, worsened by the
economic crisis that forces the man or
woman into unemployment or under-
employment.

It can be said that it is a cluster of
problems, and one of them is a gov-
ernmental absence, characterized by
a lack of resources and public policies
to aid those families that live within a
precarious educational structure, ter-
rible healthcare, unemployment, low
public security etc.

However, it is necessary to under-
stand that many families with children
and teenagers suffering from scholas-
tic difficulties are not only poorly ed-
ucated, but also come from a situation
of scholar failure and, as such, do not
see education as a form of social ascen-
sion.

Many children and teenagers also
do not live with their families, like the
ones living in Casas de Acolhimento.

Within this context, the school ends
up taking on roles that go beyond
teaching, since “the children’s affec-
tive and social needs force the school
staff into offering more than what the
legislation delegates to the school”
(SILVA; RAPOPORT, 2017, p. 11).

Therefore, the quality of the peda-
gogic work, and the commitment of
the education professionals to their
student’s learning process, are indis-
pensable. Beyond a good structure,
there is a need for teachers who are
motivated by and committed to their
students’ development.

The teacher, then, needs to know his
students’ reality, and their specificities
so that both parties can enjoy a good
relationship.

Next, we describe the experienc-
es of the outreach project, acquired
through the sensitivity training work-

shops, which were presented from July
through December 2017 at the schools
partnered with the PROBEX/UFPB
2017.

The sensitivity workshop’s ex-
periences at the schools

The sensitivity workshops with the
teachers, pedagogic coordinators,
and school administrators involved in
the EPO were ministered during the
monthly pedagogic planning meet-
ings in the city of Joao Pessoa/PB.

The goals of those workshops were
to situate in time and space the pro-
file of the teenagers/students from
Casas de Acolhimento, discuss how
the teachers felt upon meeting them,
the difficulties found in the pedagog-
ic work from the viewpoints of both
learning and teaching, and learning
the attitudes that could be taken to
face these matters while teaching.

At those workshops, it was soon
learned that the majority of teachers
were unaware of the conditions of in-
stitutional shelter and social vulner-
ability among those teenagers living
in Casas de Acolhimento. They also
believed the teenagers to be juvenile
delinquents on probation.

We then noticed that most teach-
ers had difficulties in realizing how
greatly the school could contribute to
the teenagers’ learning needs while
considering their social vulnerabili-
ty-steeped life experiences.

In reality, the teachers were wel-
coming to the university’s participa-
tion through the EPOs, which allowed
an investment into a continued ed-
ucation on the school grounds, and
discussing and promoting strategies
to tackle the issues faced in and by the
school, among which was the peda-
gogic service to those teenagers living
in Casas de Acolhimento.

Following up, a plan was drawn,
looking out for the maintenance and
growth of the EPOs in 2018, having as
its objective an inclusion of the teach-
ers’ arguments, in order to plan the
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courses according to the needs identi-
fied by these professionals during the
sensitivity workshops.

One of those workshops had, as its
focus, a presentation of the lives of the
children and teenagers living at Casas
de Acolhimento in the city of Jodo Pes-
soa/PB, Brazil. To do so, we played a
video called “Cuida de Mim® (“Take
care of me”), that talks about those
life stories.

On top of that, a slideshow was
presented discussing the theme of
“Institutional Shelter of children and
teenagers”, in which we seized the
moment to discuss the Shelter Ser-
vices for Children and Teenagers, the
Complexity Levels (Special and Ba-
sic Social Protection), the concept of
Institutional Shelter, the Modalities
of Shelter Services, the reasons why
children and teenagers are taken in
and leave Casas de Acolhimento, and
how Concentrated Hearings work.

After these sensitization moments,

the teachers said they did not know
about the institutional shelters and

the reality the teenagers/students live
in, and pointed out the actions of EPOs
like this one as an essential contribu-
tion to the pedagogic mediation by
education professionals in schools.

The sensitivity workshop’s last class
approached the subject of the teena-
ger’s Custom Accompaniment’ at the
Casas de Acolhimento, focusing on
those who have difficulties reading
and writing.

Despite the hardships, we consider
the actions and interventions taken at
the schools to be important to break
the invisibility of the teenagers living
in Casas de Acolhimento, who are of-
ten derogatively called “shelter kids”,
or even confused with juvenile de-
linquents.

The knowledge gathered during the
2017 PROBEX/UFPB allowed us to un-
derstand how necessary it is to know
the context in which the students live,
to then invest on the teacher’s peda-
gogical mediation, and respect each
student’s idiosyncrasies in order to
develop a significant learning pro-

cess while paying special attention to
those under shelter.

Finally, we reflected upon the ex-
periences brought on by the EPO that
deal with the institutionally shelte-
red teenagers’ realities and learning
process, allowing for a new outlook
on the schools’ pedagogic deeds that
allow them to overcome their scholas-
tic failure situation, while seeking to
empower them to the everyday life.

"Professor at the Federal University of Paraiba, and coor-
dinator of the “Dialog and Intervention in the Pedagogic
Mediation of the School with Teenagers Living in (asas
de Acolhimento” project, approved by the PROBEX/
UFPBIin 2017.

’Pedagoqy Student, and grant student in the 2017 PRO-
BEX/UFPB project.

3Temporary homes in which teenagers are given shelter
at while being attended by Brazil's Children’s Court.
“Students seeking an Undergraduate Degree in Peda-
gogy at the Federal University of Paraiba

> Judicial hearings that reevaluate the conditions of the
child and/or teenager’s institutional shelter, in order to
determine the possibility of reintegrating the minor to
its original or foster family.

¢ Journalistic series composed by four news reports first
broadcast in 2016 by TV Cabo Branco, a local affiliate of
Rede Globo. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GfwUB3tUyRs
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’An EPO organized by the Program for Tutored Education
Knowledge Connections (Programa de Educacdo Tutori-
al Conexdes de Saberes) titled “Juvenile Protagonism in
Urban Peripheries” (Protagonismo Juvenil em Periferias
Urbanas), by the Federal University of Paraiba.
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The history of the education of Sri Lanka

Education in Sri Lanka from 6 century
to 20™ century.

Monastic education dates back to
the 6™ century BC in Sri Lanka, ac-
cording to the Mahavansa and Di-
pavansa which contain some of the
oldest historical records of the island.
Monasteries & temples were the first
educational centers for both the Bud-
dhist clergy & the lay people in Sri
Lanka villages. Before colonial times,
education was limited only to a ex-
clusive group of individuals, which
primarily included Buddhist monks.
These monks would in turn, instruct
individuals from the upper echelons
of the village in reading & writing.
In Tamil communities, teaching was
the role of the educated Brahmins &
Velars.

The curriculum of these tradition-
al Schools mostly involved religious
studies, & practical or technical skills,
which included mental working,
weaving, architecture & geometry.
Art & painting were also among the
Subjects that were taught. Outside of
these schools, knowledge was inher-
ited from father to son. Yet, the vast
majority remained unlearned & illit-
erate.

The ancient system of learning was
followed by a more modern education
system, which was introduced to Sri
Lanka by its Europeans colonizers. In
16" century, when Sri Lanka fell Portu-
guese control, Portuguese missionary
groups set up a number of schools in
Sri Lanka to promote Roman Catholi-
cism. In the following century, when
the Dutch captured the island, they in-
troduced a Christion primary school
system, which flourished for about a
hundred years. The British took over
the country in the late 18" century
and they proceeded to change the me-

dium of instruction in Christian mis-
sionary school to English Language.
This greatly reduced student attend-
ance. As most of the Sri Lankans did
not know English at the time. In 1836,
a standard system of government
schools was established by the Brit-
ish based on the recommendations of
the Colebrooke
commission,

giving rise to
the govern-
ment funded
school system
in the Island,
which persists
to this day. Roy-
al College, Co-
lombo, which
began as a
privet  school
in 1835, was
made the first
government-

run secondary
school for boys
in 1836. Most

government schools taught student in
vernacular, resulting, in a resurgence
in student attendance. Education
mostly free, was made officially so in
1848, several new educational insti-
tutions were founded the literacy rate
increased.

"Tamil Girls in a Boarding-School," Mary and Margaret W. Leitch, Seven Years in Ceylon: Stories
of Mission Life, New York: American Tract Society, 1890, 117.
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Localised elite state violence:
South Africa immigrants’ attacks

Introduction

The localised violent attacks on poor
African immigrants by their South Af-
rican counterparts is putatively said
to be xenophobic attacks. However, in
this paper, I argue that xenophobia ter-
minology is not an appropriate term
for understanding the phenomenon of
the localised township and informal
settlement violent attacks on the im-
migrants notwithstanding the wide-
spread of the attacks in the country
to certain townships because of local
political economy and/or the politics
by other means. What I mean by local-
ised violent attacks is that the attacks
happened in South Africa and in cer-
tain townships however they didn’t
happen in all townships. Therefore,
the terminology of xenophobia reach-
es its limitation as it simplifies the at-
tacks and generalise the attacks as if
all the immigrants were attacked yet
specific immigrants that are attacked.
The terminology xenophobia is silence
on factors such as law/legality, class
and race of the immigrants attacked
thus xenophobia terminology masks
the nature of the attacks and simplify
the attacks. Concomitantly, this paper
is going to argue that the attacks on
the immigrants are localised violent
attacks targeted poor African immi-
grants residing in townships and infor-
mal settlements in the country.

This paper is thematically divided
in to three parts. The first part of the
paper presents a migration theoretical
framework. The second part focus on
the causes of the attacks in the town-
ships and informal settlements. The
third part discusses solutions to the
attacks of poor African immigrants in
South Africa.

Migration theoretical framework

TThe approach to the attacks of im-
migrants in South Africa has been a
blanket approach. Media report head-
lines, op-eds and social media all give
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the impression that immigrants are at-
tacked in South Africa. This approachis
very limited, and it portrays South Af-
rica to be anti-immigrants, thereby in-
stilling fear in tourists [white tourists]
visiting South Africa and this concerns
the government to the extreme. Subse-
quently, the government has respond-
ed accordingly to dispel xenophobic
sentiments as a means to quell fears
among tourists visiting South Africa.
Moreover, the government, because
the attacks are targeting poor African
immigrants in townships and informal
settlements, has characterised the at-
tacks as an expression of self-hate, qua
Afrophobia (Bernardo, 2015). Despite
the government shedding a light and a
point of departure to theorise frequent
poor immigrants’ attacks in the coun-
try post-independence in 1994, schol-
ars who have studied these attacks,
insist the attacks are an expression of
xenophobia behaviour (Monson and
Misago, 2009, Tella, 2016, and Landau
atel, 2009).

However, theorising about immigra-
tion, in African context, would offer
us an opportune point of departure to
understand South Africa’s notorious
poor African immigrants’ attacks. Gar-
ba (2015) and Adepoju (1993) offers us
a better explanation of the causes of
immigration of the continent. Further-
more, Mamdani (2009) helps us to un-
derstand that immigration is not a re-
cent phenomenon in Africa. Mamdani
(2009) and Oyewumi (1997) further
debunk the notion, however subtly,
that Africa in the pre-colonial era did
not have a regulated immigration and
a borderless continent. This will be ap-
parent in a moment.

Garba (2015) offers us a better lo-
cus of enunciation to the paradigm
of immigration in the continent. Neo-
classical economic theory views immi-
gration to be the manifestation of the
hidden hand of the market. Neoclas-
sical economic theory posits that the
market dictates the flow of labour in
an asymmetrical manner. Neoclassical
economic theory asserts that global
trade comparatively unjustly favours
the Global North (GN) at the expense
of the Global South (GS). GN states at-
tract labourers from the GS because of
the high wages the GN offers (Garba,
2015).

There is no theoretical divergence
from neoclassical economic theory
and dual labour market theory theo-
rising about immigration in the con-
tinent. Likewise, with neoclassical
economic theory, dual labour market
theory school of thought asserts that
the asymmetric global trade favours
the GN and the expense of GS. Dual
labour market theory maintains that
the GN initiates and perpetuates im-
migration through division of their
[GN] economies. GN divides its econo-
mies in to primary and secondary sec-
tors. The former sector is dominated
by the nationals who are skilled thus
command high remuneration while
the latter sector is dominated by the
immigrants who are unskilled. Moreo-
ver, the secondary sector is dominated
by the immigrants, notwithstanding
the immigrants being not adequate-
ly remunerated for their labour. The
immigrants, more often because they
are not protected by law, with no re-
sistance, accept the meagre remunera-
tion imposed unto them. Employment
opportunities in the secondary sector
are abundant at GN countries and they
attract GS immigrants because the GN
citizens contend the sector is not ade-
quately remunerating and that second-
ary sector employment don’t have a
social status. The previous assertions
are the cause secondary sector em-
ployment in GN dominated by the im-
migrants (Garba, 2015).

New economics of labour migration
school of thought not accentuated, nor
it deviated from the previous two the-
ories causalities of immigration. New
economics of labour postulate immi-
gration is initiate by the economics
advancement disparities between GN
and GS. It is paramount important that
we note new economics of labour, un-
like the previous two theories, afford
GS subjects an agency, in lieu to yield
agency to the economic factors (Gar-
ba, 2015). New economics of labour
postulate that GS subject post ponder-
ing about its material conditions and
seemingly not a discernible economic
prospectus of economic growth and
development on their respective coun-
tries at GS, the GS subjects then decide
to seek better economic opportunities
in the GN (Garba, 2015).

Furthermore, within the prisms of

the theories of immigration in the con-
tinent, it would be remiss to be silent
about the notorious neoliberalism. Ne-
oliberalism has been touted to be the
major cause of immigration in African.
However, there has not been equal
and/or balanced theorising of neo-
liberalism in the continent. Much of
theorising about the effects of neolib-
eralism in the continent has favoured
Africa and there has been silence on
the home-grown neoliberalism effects.
For instance, Ghana is said to be the
first state in the continent to have ini-
tiated its own home-grown neoliberal
policies prior the external imposed ne-
oliberal policies by the Bretton Woods
Institutions (BWI). Ghana initiated its
own home-grown neoliberal policy
Economic Recovery Programme (ERP)
foreboded the external neoliberalism
imposition to Ghana and the continent.

BWI notorious policies, qua Struc-
tural Adjustment Programmes (SAP)
and Austerity Measures (AM) embrace
market led economy for the pretence
of economic recovery. Briefly, with the
implementation of SAP the continent
witnesses the privatisation of state-
owned enterprises and parastatals,
liberalisation of the economy which
culminated with the shedding of many
jobs in the public sector while AM ad-
vocate for cutting of budget in public
services such as education and health-
care (Adepuju, 1993, Garba, 2015).

SAP and AM engendered immigra-
tion in the continent with peoples
of the continent immigrating to GN
seeking for employment opportunities
(Garba, 2015). Nonetheless, to assert
that immigration is a recent phenom-
enon in Africa would be a grave error.

Immigration in the continent is old
as the continent. Mamdani (2009) of-
fers us adequate locus of enunciation
to enter the debate that immigration
is not a recent phenomenon in the
continent. Mamdani (2009) postulates
that immigration in the continent is
not a recent thing, however, Mamdani
states what obscure its reality is that in
Africa, pre-colonialism, the notion of
absolute state did not find expression.
Accordingly, Mamdani (2009, 139-143)
postulate Africa pre-colonialism had
social domains yet the social domains
recognised neighbours’ borders albeit
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the borders were not as borders in the
modern day. This is amplified when
Mamdani (2009: 139-143) asserts that
aggression was not tolerated and that
neighbours were not aliens.

The notion of social domain, in lieu
of absolute state, is further reinforced
by Oyewumi (1997) that it was appar-
ent in the continent pre-colonialism.
It was impossible that a person would
settle in a particular social domain
without people of that particular so-
cial domain being not cognisant. This
is amplified when a particular Euro-
pean settled certain Yoruban land.
Oyewumi (1997) informs us that when
that particular European settled went
to the chief of that particular social do-
main requesting the land to settle albe-
it this European settler was surprised
to hear from the chief that land was
not a commodity to be sold in Yoru-
ba. This was not limited to the Yoruba
tribe; however it was an African system
that land is not a commodity to be sold
(Ngcukaitobi,2018:180). This manifest
that social domain existed without
physical borders as that particular
chief didn’t allocate the land out of his
social domain. (Oyewumi, 1997).

Mamdani (2009) and Oyewumi
(1997) nullified the popular notions
that Africa pre-colonialism was a bor-
derless continent and reinforced that-
particular Mamdani (2009) -that pop-
ular notions that immigration in the
continent is not a recent phenomenon.
However, if, Africans, desire to learn to
coexist, it is paramount important to
acknowledge that the world is not stag-
nant and cease the desire of invariable
wanting to be politically correct and
be cognisant of the dire consequences
that comes with the contemporary im-
migration if not proper regulated.

The next section looks at the attacks
of immigrants in South African town-
ships and informal settlements and
posits that the immigrant attacks are
an expression of the contemporary
consequences of the immigration.

South Africa immigrants’ attacks

This section is going to argue that
immigrants’ attacks in South African
townships and informal settlements
are not xenophobic expression, rather
-they are localised attacks, an expres-
sion of local political economy and/or
politics by other means (Misago, 2017).
Landau at el (2009:105) adequately
captures this phenomenon through
stating that the attacks in South Afri-
ca are the micro-politics of townships
albeit Landau at el they still insist that
the attacks are xenophobic attacks.
However, in this section I argue that
the attacks cannot be said to be the ex-
pression of xenophobia as not all the
immigrants are attacked.

The notion of localised violent at-
tacks is that the attacks happened in
South Africa and in certain townships
however the attacks didn’t happen in
all townships thus to generalise such
attacks to be an expression of the xeno-
phobia is a limited. Xenophobia termi-
nology is silence on race, class and le-
gal factors of the attacked immigrants.

Moreover, this section is going to
show that the attacks are organised by
the local leaders, local businessman,
and argue that the quiescence of the
state apparatus, qua South African Po-
lice services (SAPS) and the speeches
made by the political leaders, fuel the
attacks.

Garba (2015) and Adepoju (2007) apt-
ly outlined migration theories and in
particular Garba they stated that post
the implementation of SAP and AM, Af-
rican peoples immigrated to Germany,
India and South Africa to seek for em-
ployment opportunities. South African
in the continent having comparative
economic advantage (Tella, 2016: 153),
witness immigrants from the conti-
nent flocking in search for employ-
ment opportunities. Nonetheless, the
poor immigrants from the continent
were not welcomed with open arms by
poor South Africans in the townships
and informal settlements. However, it
is important that we note that, albeit
we are not going to parse on this point,
immigration in South African is not a
recent phenomenon. Immigration in
South Africa can be traced as far as the
discovery of minerals in the country
(Cavanagh, 2017: 295).

The local leaders, and the govern-
ing elites, manipulates South African
township and informal settlement
dwellers convincing them that poor
African immigrants are the cause of
their misfortunes. These sentiments
espoused local leaders and the govern-
ing elites has been aptly said to be the
scapegoat theory (Monson and Misago,
2009: 25).

To adequate comprehend scapegoat
theory- in the immigrants’ attacks
context- is better that we juxtapose it
with Growth Employment and Redis-
tribution (GEAR) policy limitations.
In 1996, two (2) years post-independ-
ence, South Africa government adopt-
ed GEAR policy that yielded impres-
sive economic growth yet with no
employment opportunities (Mangcu,
2008). High unemployment rate (cou-
pled with lack of service delivery in
townships and informal settlement)
disgruntled townships and informal
settlement dwellers that culminated
with a plethora of service delivery
protests (Reddy, 2015). The service
delivery protests, in their nature, are
violent and public property is often
damaged.

The poor African immigrants resid-
ing in township and informal settle-
ment become the scapegoat that the
township and informal settlement
dwellers lacked better service deliv-
ery because of the poor African immi-
grants are taking the services meant
for them (Misago, 2017: 41, Monson
and Misago, 2009: 25 and Tirivangasi
atel, 2015).

The failures of South African gov-
ernment to provide service delivery
to township and informal settlement
dwellers pitted township and informal
settlement dwellers against the poor
African immigrants. However, to say
that the township and informal set-
tlements dwellers had no agency over
their leaders would be remiss. They
could have refused to be the partici-
pants in the attacks.

Local leaders intervened and ma-
nipulated township and informal
settlement dwellers to attack the im-
migrants because they said the immi-
grants are taking services meant for
them. For instance, in Ramaphosa
area, the local ward councillor of the
area is said was involved in planning
the attacks of the immigrants perpetu-
ating the narrative of scapegoat theory
(Misago, 2017 :43, 47-48, Landau at el
,105).

Itereleng and Alexandra townships
are of the many notorious townships
and informal settlements that have
had local leaders involved in the at-
tacks (Landau at el, 2009: 105). The
leaders involved in unleashing the
attacks on the immigrants are not lim-
ited to political leaders only, however,
they extend to leaders in in civic or-
ganisations. The South Africa National
Civil Organisation (SANCO), a civic or-
ganisation in alliance with the govern-
ing party (Misago, 2017: 45, Landau at
el, 2009: 106), is said to have some of
its leaders involved in planning of the
attacks.

Most of the immigrants are in the
business sector; they are shop own-
ers (Misago 2017:41) thus they pose
a competition to local businessman.
The local businessman in one way or
another, to curb competition, they
are also involved in the attacks. The
previous sentiments that local busi-
nessman are involved in the attacks
manifested with the arrest of certain
Western Cape businessman arrested
for being involved in the attacks. How-
ever, the businessman, involved in
the attacks, was later release because
of the intervention of former Western
Cape former Premier, Members of the
Executive Committee and local police
commander (Landau at el,2009:104).

Traditional leaders didn’t want to be
left outside the crusade of espousing
the attacks. King Zwelithini, in 2015,

delivered a speech that incited the at-
tacks (Reddy, 2015: 19 and Tella, 2016:
143, 151) yet King Zwelithini never
faced the consequences for inciting
the attacks. The possible explanation
for King Zwelithini not being held ac-
countable for his speech that incited
the attacks, could be the customary
law finding its expression in the in-
direct rule that made the traditional
leaders to be semi-gods, qua that tradi-
tional leaders are above legal reproach
(Mamdani,2009). The customary law,
finding its expression of indirect rule,
continue to rear its ugly head in South
Africa and recently manifested itself
with the release of King Buyelekhaya
under the pretext of Presidential re-
mission.

The SAPS can also not be exonerated
from being quiescence about the at-
tacks of poor immigrants (Monson and
Misago, 2009: 27, Cavanagh, 2017).
The SAPS involvement in the attacks is
not limited in being reluctant to quell
the attacks, in fact, the SAPS are in-
volved and cognisant of the attacks as
itisreported SAPS attend the meetings
planning the attacks. The previous as-
sertions are apparent with one of the
respondents interviewed by Monson
and Misago (2009:27), confirming that
the members of SAPS would attend
community meetings planning the at-
tacks yet they would not disperse such
gatherings nor conduct intelligent
investigation to arrest the leaders in-
volved in planning the attacks.

Moreover, in year 2000, certain SAPS
members are reported to have un-
leashed police dogs to attack Mozam-
bique immigrants (Tella, 2016: 143,
152). SAPS attitude and behaviour to-
wards the immigrants is the reflection
of governing elites’ sentiments on the
immigrants in the country.

To substantiate my assertions that
the SAPS members’ attitude and be-
haviour is the reflection of the govern-
ing elites’ sentiments, Waltz school of
thought (Tella,2016) is of great assis-
tance for me to substantiate my asser-
tions. Waltz posits that the behaviour
of the leaders influences the direction
and/or the state policies (Tella2016).
Therefore, when the governing elites
are espousing anti- immigrants’ senti-
ments, we should then notbe surprised
when the ordinary people are express-
ing anti-immigration sentiments.

The assertions that South Africa
governing elites harbour anti- immi-
grants’ sentiments are reflected in
Mamdani (2017) speech Mamdani gave
at the 8" Thabo Mbeki Africa Day Lec-
ture. Mamdani (2017) said South Af-
rican government fuelled the attacks
through making the citizens to spy on
each other on who is a South African
citizen and not a South African citizen
in their society and to report to the
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police those who are not the citizens.
This in one way or another, fuelled an-
ti- immigrants’ sentiments to ordinary
South African citizens.

Tella (2016, 2016: 149) traces anti-
immigrants’ sentiments in the govern-
ing elites as far as Nelson Mandela led
administration with Nelson Mandela
harbouring anti- immigrants’ senti-
ments. In the previous points we have
cited Mamdani (2017) asserting that
South African government fuelled an-
ti- immigrants’ sentiments to its citi-
zens. Thabo Mbeki obstinate refusal to
acknowledge that in 2008 immigrants
were attacked (Tella, 2016: 149) and
characterising the attacks are merely
an act of criminality is the reflection of
South African government anti- immi-
grants’ sentiments.

Jacob Zuma, likewise his predeces-
sors, also harboured anti- immigrants’
sentiments. In the midst of the attacks,
Jacob Zuma, in lieu to deliver a speech
that was going to quell the attacks, Ja-
cob Zuma called for the protection of
the legal immigrants in the country
(Tella, 2016: 150). The call by Jacob
Zuma to protect the legal immigrants
is the reflection of the broader senti-
ments and notions that illegal immi-
grants are responsible for the crime in
the country.

The current president, president
Cyril Ramaphosa, has also been found
wanting last year, 2019, on the attacks
of the poor African immigrants, and
lest is said about Cyril Ramaphosa
response to the 2019 violent attacks
on the poor migrants’ attacks, is the
better. This is because it has become
apparent norm for president Cyril
Ramaphosa to be found wanting even
on domestic matters. President Cyril
Ramaphosa norm of being ever found
wanting propelled John Steenhuisen
(2019) aptly characterised president
Cyril Ramaphosa behaviour to be that
of aman in office and not in power.

Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi at-
tempted to quell the attacks in Johan-
nesburg despite that Prince Mango-
suthu Buthelezi attempts were futile.
The governing elites tend to either for-
get fast or are so bent to populism and,
perhaps, think that people forget fast
as them [governing elites]. The very
same Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi
who attempted to quell the attacks is
the very same men who once public-
ly expressed anti- immigrants’ senti-
ments. Itis best that I cited Prince Man-
gosuthu Buthelezi anti-immigrants’
sentiments here, “jf we as South Afri-
cans are going to compete for scarce
resources with millions of aliens who
are pouring into South Africa, we
can bid goodbye to our Reconstruc-
tion and Development Programme”
(Tella, 2016: 150). Moreover, Prince
Mangosuthu Buthelezi attempts were
in fact no attempts as the men speech
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was more about himself and seeking
appropriate respect for himself. Be-
cause the people are not gullible as the
governing elites thinks they are, peo-
ple left Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi
on the stage and he can be heard rais-
ing ageism sentiments that the people
will have cursed for not respecting and
listening a man at his age speaking
(Buthelezi, 2019).

The perceptions that the illegal im-
migrants are responsible to crime in
South Africa (see earlier discussion)
has resulted to government resorting
to draconian operations. The govern-
ment adopted Operation Crack Down
hunting illegal immigrants to be de-
ported back to their respective coun-
tries (Tella, 2016: 152 and Monson and
Misago, 2009: 28). The deportation of
the immigrants after the attacks hin-
ders justice for the immigrants as the
witnesses would be deported thus re-
sulting in cases not further investigat-
ed (Monson Misago, 2009). The culture
of impunity for the perpetrators of the
attacks in further expressed by Landau
and Misago (2009: 104). Because of the
governing elites’ anti- immigrants’
sentiments, the country and the world,
should then not be surprised when the
Department of Home Affairs and De-
partment of Home Affairs bureaucrats
inhumanely treat immigrants, in par-
ticular African poor immigrants.

The manipulation of the township
and informal settlement dwellers,
more especial by the governing elites
founded on scapegoat theory, reflects
the South African government attitude
post-1994. The South Africa govern-
ment is the best in blame shifting of its
failures to bring change in the lives of
the township and informal settlement
dwellers. If South Africa government
doesn’t blame white people for the
misfortunes of the black people in
townships and informal settlements,
the South Africa government has to
find other peoples to blame for their
failures to deliver service delivery
and such peoples are invariable white
people if not what the ruling party
refer to coconuts (see Mlambo 2019,
Mangcu,2008). Unfortunately, the im-
migrants, if not white people are not
blamed, suffer the brunt for the fail-
ures of South Africa government to
deliver services to township and infor-
mal settlement dwellers.

What needs to be done

The poor African immigrants’ at-
tacks in South Africa is not a dilemma
that can be resolved by South African
government on its own. It can be re-
solved by the whole Southern Africa
Development Community (Tirivan-
gasi at el, 2015) and the continent as
the whole. Poor governance in the
continent fuel the emigration and the
people who bear the brunt of the poor
governance is not the elite, rather- it

is the political society. The unfortu-
nate phenomenon of emigration in
the continent is that the political elite,
when the dire consequences of immi-
gration- such as attacks -the political
elites are invariable the first people to
retort Pan Africanist slogans, yet their
behaviour are in sharp contrast to the
Pan Africanism ethos. If the attacks on
poor immigrants manifest itself in the
diaspora, self-entitlement is ever re-
voked that the GN developed because
of the exploitation of Africa and slav-
ery. Inasmuch geo-trade continues to
be asymmetrical thus comparative fa-
vours global North, the African elites
are, likewise the GN, enemies for the
development of Africa through loot-
ing of state coffers and undemocratic
government. For instance, in Southern
Africa, emigration is not holistically
economic motivated, rather-it is politi-
cally motivated.

South Africa, because of its better
economic opportunities in the con-
tinent, unfortunately witnessed a
plethora of immigrants migrating to
the country that pitted them against
the local elites and governing elites.
Both the local elites and the govern-
ing elites manipulates the Aoi polloi
which culminates in localised physi-
cal confrontation which subsequently
spread across the country townships
and informal settlements. The con-
frontations are motivated by crumbs
that falls from the capitalists’ tables
and the governing elite (see earlier
discussion cited Prince Mangosuthu
Buthelezi and the scapegoat theory).

There is a salient need for the insti-
tutionalisation of state apparatus in
the country to enforce law without
favour and the rule of law to find ex-
pression. This would mean that all
those who had incited the attacks
must face law and be held accounta-
ble for their reckless speech despite of
the leadership positions they occupy
(see earlier discussion). Furthermore,
Mamdani (see earlier discussion)
assertions debunked the notion of
borderless pre-colonial Africa there-
fore borders are to be protected. The
protection of the borders, however,
should not erode the spirit of ubuntu,
viz, emigrants from warzones infested
states are to be offered refugee status.
Economic emigrants and political em-
igrants need to be cognisant its them
only who can be the agents of change
in their respective countries therefore
for them to flee from fixing their do-
mestic political-economic and social
conditions is not a solution.

Therefore, because of the wide-
spread of the attacks on poor African
immigrants by their fellow poor black
Africans in the townships and infor-
mal settlements, the general wisdom
concludes its xenophobic attacks a/-
beit having studied the nuances of the
attacks. However, enable by the liter-

ature review on the attacks on poor
African immigrants, this paper argued
that xenophobia terminology to un-
derstand the attacks in South Africa
reaches its limitations as race, class
and the notion of legality is discarded
of the attacked immigrants.
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