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The Covid-19 pandemic was able 
to expose, even more, the necropo-
litical1 tendencies of Brazil’s current 
President of Republic. His govern-
ment has neglected almost 30 thou-
sand deaths due to the Coronavirus 
and has prescribed, with no medical 
endorsement, a certain drug, called 
hydrochloroquine. In the last sixty 
days, Brazilian people have watched 
two health ministers quit the job be-
cause they couldn’t fulfi ll the impos-
sible mission of combining govern-
ment’s actions, based on no scientifi c 
evidence, and actual policy to fi ght 
Covid-19 nationally. Currently, na-
tional ministry of health is headed 
by a military chief. Brazilian national 
government, through its ministries 
and fanatic followers, have ignored 
the sanitation needs of the country 
and have continued to implement an 
agenda based on hate and threatening 
democratic institutions, featuring a 
national political scenery marked by 
authoritarianism, hate speeches and 
the outrage against Republic itself.

In this moment, when the sanitation 
crisis meets the political and econom-
ic crisis, entire world asks: how a lead-
er out of the democratic spectrum like 
Bolsonaro was capable of reaching the 
post of Brazil’s President of Republic? 
Any answer to this question has to 
face some of the history of consolida-
tion of Brazilian democracy.

Between the years of 1964 and 1985, 
Brazil was under the rule of a mili-
tary dictatorship that secretly killed 
and tortured men, women, children, 
students, artists, journalists, intel-
lectuals, among other professionals; 
censored painfully arts, the press and 
other liberties of expression, consoli-
dating a status quo based on “peace” 
that was just silence. It is estimated 
that, at least 8,300 indigenous people 
were killed by the regime and there 

are evidences of 434 others who were 
murdered due to state’s crimes in the 
period.

We all know that Bolsonaro has, on 
several occasions, made a point of ex-
pressing his nostalgia for the period of 
the military dictatorship, having even 
honored publicly, in the National Con-
gress, the torturer and murderer Car-
los Alberto Brilhante Ustra2 in 2016. 
Even though Bolsonaro introduces 
himself as a fi ghter “against ideolo-
gies” (which is an obtuse idea itself), 
historically, his fi gure represents the 
continuity of ideologies that gave sup-
port to Brazilian dictatorship, such as 
the use of means that violate Human 
Rights to control society; the persecu-
tion of divergent thoughts and beliefs; 
the totalitarianism, the conservatism, 
the xenophobic nationalism, among 
other hate based ideologies.

The point is that Brazil reaches 
2020 as a country that has not settled 
its account with its dictatorship past, 
whereas other Latin American democ-
racies have done more or less well, 
such as Argentina and Chile (TOREL-
LY, 2016, p. 135-142), or even post-Na-
zi Germany. These Latin American 
nations have condemned torturers, 
killers, genocidal dictators and other 
state crime committers, according to 
the Global Rule of Individual Respon-
sibility (TORELLY, 2013, p. 298). In 
post-Nazi Germany, in addition to the 
criminal actions against these polit-
ical actors, there was also an exclu-
sion of what the authoritarian regime 
represented, such as street names, 
squares and public places and the Nazi 
supporters were expelled from public 
offi ce. While in Brazil, those who com-
mitted state crimes had the opportu-
nity to remain on public posts even 
after the democratic opening of the 
country, like Brilhante Ustra did, the 
torturer who was honored by Brazil’s 
current president. Ustra was a mili-
tary attaché to José Sarney’s govern-
ment (1985-1990).

The 1979 Brazilian Amnesty Law en-
acted during the “lead years”, worked 
as a self-amnesty to the agents of au-
thoritarianism. According to Torelly 

(2016, p. 144), “the Brazilian Amnes-
ty Law was considered incompatible 
with the duties assumed by Brazilian 
state when it ratifi ed the American 
Convention of Human Rights” in 1992.

However, Brazilian Supreme Court, 
in the year of 2010, judged Brazilian 
Amnesty Law constitutional, disre-
garding the International Law of 
Human Rights (TORELLY, 2016, p. 
145). Nowadays, the same Supreme 
Court that endorsed the legal source 
of 'un'punishment called Amnesty 
Law is facing institutional threats 
arising from a government taken by 
totalitarian ideologies and actors, and 
it’s judges are being personally threat-
ened (them and their families) with 
physical violence and death by fanatic 
Bolsonaro followers.

History repeats as fraud in our coun-
try. We can’t fail to mention that, be-
yond representing the permanence of 
Brazilian totalitarianism, Bolsonaro 
had used fake news at a large scale 
to win elections back in 2018 and his 
election is less an expression of Bra-
zilian democracy than the kidnapping 
of Brazilian people’s suffrages, that 
were taken away by unfair and illegal 
means, and it has been tolerated so 
far by the authorities that should do 
something about it.

Until Brazil faces the task of “wash-
ing the dirty clothes” of military dicta-
torship, holding those who committed 
torture accountable (according to cur-
rent Brazilian law, the crime of torture 
is imprescriptible) and other human 
rights violations, among other actions 
that guarantee the Human Right to 
Memory and Truth, Brazilian people 
will be vulnerable to abuse of author-
ity, police violence, hate speeches car-
ried out by these heirs of authoritari-
anism, a group which the president is 
part of. Brazilian dictatorship delayed 
the country’s economic growth, in-
creased the income concentration and 
generalized poverty, preventing the 
basic reforms that previous democrat-
ic tradition in Brazil was longing to im-
plement. Today, Bolsonaro’s necropol-
itics follows the same steps and we 
watch social regressions in the range 

of 40 years, with increasing hunger, 
misery, unemployment, countryside 
violence and large deforestation.

Brazil is a Latin American country 
with continental dimensions and it 
congregates historical diasporas of 
diverse people. So, the nation must 
defend the uplifting of its democracy 
and the reduction of social inequali-
ties. The reversal of progress in Brazil 
means the reversal of progress of the 
world and it cannot be allowed.

We hope that the shadow of author-
itarianism will be, by constitutional 
means, banished from power in our 
country and we can start a new to-
morrow with historical changes that 
will ensure the guarantee of Human 
Rights in Brazil and worldwide.

�
1 Necropolitics is a concept elaborated by philospher 
Achille Mbembe (MBEMBE, 2016) to defi ne the power 
that states and constituted powers have to decide “who 
shall live and who shall die”
1 Brilhante Ustra was a colonel from National Army, res-
ponsible for the organ of political repression known as 
Doi-Codi in the State of São Paulo. He was the fi rst tortu-
rer of brazilian dictatorship period to be recognized res-
ponsible (2008) by torture. His condemnation, however, 
was only in the civil jurisdiction, not being condemnated 
in the criminal jurisdiction until his death in 2015.
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India declared nationwide lock-
down on March 24, 2020 and at the 
time of writing is still continuing in 
three phases till 31th May 2020, to con-
tain the spread of the virus. As per the 
latest reports the Covid-191 has infect-
ed  globally 5.8 Million people as con-
fi rmed infected cases and also claimed 
the lives of over .352 million people as 
on 27th May 2010. India too is facing 
the challenge of Covid-19 drastically. 
By latest reports the confi rmed infect-
ed cases in India has reached to 158 K 
out of which 67692 cases have recov-
ered and 4531 cases died due to Covid 
19 till 28th May 20202. 

It is assumed that India is not likely 
to lift its nationwide Covid-19 lock-
down on even on 31st May 2020; rath-
er the restriction could be extended 
further, according to a new study by 
American consulting fi rm Boston Con-
sulting Group (BCG). As per the BCG 
report India will start lifting COVID-19 
lockdown only between the fourth 
week of June and the second week of 
September.

The delay in lifting the restrictions 
was attributed to challenges faced by 
India in terms of health system pre-
paredness and record of public policy 
effectiveness. The report also suggest-
ed that India might witness a peak in 
the number of coronavirus cases by 
the third week of June. 

Although India is helping more than 
90 countries by medical supplies and 
other help and has been honoured the 
top rank in containing the Covid 19 
menace by an American company yet 
everything is not out of doubt to cope 
up the challenge of school education 
for marginalized children of India3. 

The challenges of digital learning 
for children of marginalized sec-
tor during lockdown

Like many countries in the world 
started lockdown due to Covid-19, 

India also has closed all educational 
institutions, to contain the spread 
Covid-19 virus as a consequence of 
which, learners ranging from school 
going children to postgraduate stu-
dents, are being adversely affected. 
The uncertainties surrounding the 
lockdown situation are likely to affect 
more than 320 million children in In-
dia. (UNESCO estimates that about 
320 Million students are affected in 
India, including those in schools and 
colleges.)

Govt of India, Ministry of Home Af-
fairs issued a notifi cation on April 15, 
2020, with guidelines to be followed 
during the lockdown period. As a re-
sult India started moving towards de-
veloping an online mode of education 
–a stop-gap arrangement. National 
online education platform SWAYAM 
and other digital initiatives have been 
introduced. The education portals of 
NCERT like Diksha, e-pathshala, NRO-
ER and NIOS and other ICT initiatives 
like online education, Videos like 
SWAYAM Prabha, DTH TV channels 
are introduced for online teaching 
purposes. And this initiative is not out 
of challenges for marginalized chil-
dren of India.

India is also considered to be the 
biggest market for Massive Open On-
line Course (MOOCs) in the world after 
the USA. Since the population of India 
is huge, massive open online course 
(MOOC) is said to open gateways for 
lot of private companies to invest in 
digital education under MOOC in the 
name of distant education for Indian 
children. And this is likely to deprive 
the children from conventional school 
education programme and Right to Ed-
ucation.

(1) Digital learning a distant 
dream, for marginalized children 
in India.

As per the Economic Survey of 2019, 
93 percent of the total workforce of the 
country is from the employed in the 
unorganized sector. However, govern-
ment think tank NITI Aayog, (replace-
ment of earlier Planning Commission) 
in a report released in 2018 said that 
85 percent of the total workforce was 
a part of the unorganized sector. The 
Periodic Labour Force Survey 2017-18 
showed that 71 percent of the regular 
/ salaried employees in the informal 
sector (non-agriculture) do not have 

a written job contract. 49.6 percent of 
them do not even apply for social secu-
rity schemes and 54.2 percent do not 
get paid leave.

A halted business with no guarantee 
of a quick revival after the lockdown 
stares many in the face. Wedding plan-
ners, fl orists, tailors, washer men, fi sh-
ermen, coal loaders, security guards, 
folk artistes, salon owners, among oth-
er small business owners and artisans, 
and those in seasonal employment are 
bracing themselves for the impact of 
the pause in their livelihoods.

The 75th report of the National Sam-
ple Survey Offi ce (NSSO) for 2017-18 
highlights some of the major issues 
that this new model would have to ad-
dress. All India percentage of house-
holds having internet facilities stands 
at 23.8% with rural availability at 
14.9% and urban at 42%.

In most of these unorganized sector 
workers the children are accompa-
nied with their parents for some sea-
sonal employment for more than six 
months. While the parents work in the 
unorganized units their children take 
care of new born siblings or do some 
supporting work. 

In case where such children are en-
rolled in local private schools become 
drop out, once their parents go back to 
their native place. There no facility for 
such children to suit their schooling 
requirements as they are migrants. 
Thus a massive number of such chil-
dren remain out of schools and are 
deprived of Right to Education. So the 
option of digital learning becomes a 
distant dream for them.

(2) Access of power supply and In-
ternet connection:

The NSSO survey, quoted highlight-
ed that 26.1% of the population above 
15 years of age are ‘not literate’, more-
over 18.9% have attended formal ed-
ucation up till primary school, 16.2% 
each have attended middle (Class V) 
and secondary (until Class VIII). This 
constitutes a whopping 77.4% of to-
tal India’s population – who may not 
have the adequate level of education 
needed to teach children in the house. 
The situation at the rural level is even 
direr, with 69.6 % of the population be-
ing in the spectrum of ‘not-literate’ to 
‘middle school’.

The Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee of the Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Technology in 
its 2019 report suggested that the 
much-acclaimed digital literacy drive 
had touched only 1.67 per cent of the 
population even though at least three 
major fl agship programmes were be-
ing run together. 

Simply having smart phone or lap-
top doesn’t mean that children have 
access to internet. The percentage of 
people who were able to use the in-
ternet (all-India) stood at 20.1% with 
rural at 13% and urban at 37.1%. Addi-
tionally, only 10.8% of people in India 
had used the internet in the last 30 
days. It is important to note that these 
statistics vary vastly among different 
states across the country. 

(3) Lack of digital infrastructure 
in schools:

The digital divide is evident across 
class, gender, region or place of resi-
dence. Among the poorest 20% house-
holds, only 2.7% have access to a com-
puter and 8.9% to internet facilities. In 
case of the top 20% households, the 
proportions are 27.6% and 50.5%. De-
spite initiatives from the Central and 
state governments, there has not been 
enough expenditure on improving 
the digital infrastructure for remote 
learning. In fact, in 2020-’21, the Min-
istry of Human Resource Development 
budget for digital e-learning was re-
duced to Rs 4690 Million from Rs 6040 
Million in 2019-’204.

(4) Preparedness of teachers:
The teachers training and orienta-

tion in most of the public schools is for 
conventional teaching. The schools 
have hardly suffi cient infrastructure 
to extent the digital teaching and 
learning by teachers. All of sudden 
the instructions were executed among 
teaches to follow the digital classes. 
The teachers without proper train-
ing and orientation fi nd it diffi cult to 
teach in digital mode.

The much awaited the government’s 
Saubhagya scheme to provide electric-
ity to every households shows that 
almost 99.9% of homes India have a 
power connection, the picture is less 
luminous if we look at the quality of 
electricity and the number of hours 
for which it is available every day. 
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institutions, to contain the spread 
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going children to postgraduate stu-
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The uncertainties surrounding the 
lockdown situation are likely to affect 
more than 320 million children in In-
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Mission Antyodaya, a nationwide 
survey of villages conducted by the 
Ministry of Rural Development in 
2017-’18, showed that 16% of India’s 
households received one to eight 
hours of electricity daily, 33% re-
ceived 9-12 hours, and only 47% re-
ceived more than 12 hours a day.

While a computer would be prefer-
able for online classes, a smart phone 
could also serve the purpose. Howev-
er, the phone might be convenient for 
apps, but not for carrying out lengthy 
assignments or research. While 24% 
Indians own a smart phone, only 11% 
of households possess any type of 
computer, which could include desk-
top computers, laptops, notebooks, 
netbooks, palmtops or tablets.

Even the penetration of digital tech-
nologies in India has been haphazard 
and exclusionary. In fact, only 8% of 
all households with members aged 
between fi ve and 24 have both a com-
puter and an internet connection. It 
is also useful to note that as per the 
National Sample Survey defi nition, a 
household with a device or internet 
facility does not necessarily imply 
that the connection and devices are 
owned by the household.

 (5) Digital learning mars the very 
basic purpose of social values

The National Education Policy talks; 
(4.23.) students must have a large 
amount of fl exibility in choosing 
their individual curricula, certain 
subjects and skills should be learned 
by all students to become good, suc-
cessful, innovative, adaptable, and 
productive human beings in today’s 
rapidly-changing world. …. skills 
include…. physical education, well-
ness, fi tness and sports; collabora-
tion and teamwork; problem solving 
and logical reasoning; vocational 
exposure and skills; digital literacy, 
coding and computational think-
ing; ethical and moral reasoning; 
including knowledge and practice 
of human and Constitutional values 
gender sensitization; etc.

It also talks to avoid rote learning 
of students.

These objectives are mostly activity 
based and peer group learning with 
socialization and interaction with 
other children from different class 
and social background. The digital 
learning in present context is nothing 
but rote learning.

Simply initiating the digital educa-
tion from class room education would 
mar the social value based learning 
of collective togetherness among stu-
dents. One-to-one interactions among 
peers and teachers are very important 
for learning. On a digital platform, 
how students learn and communicate 
with others is largely dependent on 
the readiness of both teachers and 

students to accept digital learning. 
In the case of distance education, the 
onus of learning is more on students, 
which requires discipline.

(6) Extreme poverty compels mar-
ginalized children to go for bread 
earning:

The poverty is one of the detrimen-
tal factors affecting the school educa-
tion in marginalized and unorganized 
sector families. Here is a case which 
is self explanatory. In one of the govt 
aided schools in Allahabad district 
children were supposed to attend dig-
ital learning classes. While I asked the 
teacher as to how the digital learning 

is going one. She said,” Children are 
not able to attend the digital classes as 
they either don’t have smart phones 
or cannot afford the internet data 
connection. 

(7) Out of school children and SDG 
4:

The UNESCO published Global Edu-
cation Monitoring Report, 2014 (GEM) 
states that 37% of the world’s non-lit-
erate individuals are in India. The 
report also suggests that 280 millions 
of these are just women. Literacy rates 
among the marginalized sections of 
the society are abysmally low. The lit-
eracy rate of 15+ years of rural women 
among Muslim women is 47.25%, 43% 
for SC women and a mere 37.05% for 

ST women. These children need spe-
cial attention in school education. 

Also Stefania Giannini5, UNESCO's 
Assistant Director-General for Edu-
cation, told PTI in an interview that 
shutting down of schools due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic comes with a 
warning of "potential for increased 
drop-out rates which will dispro-
portionately affect adolescent girls, 
further entrench gender gaps in ed-
ucation and lead to increased risk of 
sexual exploitation, early pregnancy 
and early and forced marriage".

UNESCO has called for policy-mak-
ers and practitioners to look into les-
sons from the past crises to address 
the challenges faced by girls as the 
governments of various counties pre-
pare for "indefi nite" school closures.

As per Ms Protiva Kundu’s article 
“The gender divide in internet usage 
is also stark.” As per the Internet and 
Mobile Association of India report, in 
2019, while 67% men had access to in-
ternet, this fi gure was only at 33% for 
women. The disparity is more promi-
nent in rural India, where the fi gures 
are 72% and 28% for men and women, 
respectively”6.

What is the way out?
1. It is a pity the unorganized migrant 
workers and their children (mostly 
out of schools) are neither enumerat-
ed in their home state nor in the work-
ing state. Hence, no one knows as to 
how many children of migrant nature 
are out of school that need education. 
The policy makers should immediate-
ly and strictly adhere to the provision 
of identifi cation of such children with 
age wise, sex wise and disability wise 
data for the enrollment of such chil-
dren in schools.
2. Management of a local database on 
children possibly maintained at the 
Panchayat level and cross-verifi ed 
with the school would help greatly in 
tracking children’s school participa-
tion. 
3. Related to the above, birth regis-
tration records need to be strictly 
maintained. Registering births must 
be made mandatory and Panchayat 
offi cials charged with updating their 
records.
4. Education as a Human Rights and 
the right to education should remain 
at the centre of all COVID19 crisis re-
sponse and recovery plans.
5. The UN System should promote 
gender and rights sensitive crisis and 
post-crisis evaluation plans looking 
closely at the role that education plays 
during and after emergencies.
6. The UN System should play its role 
in organizing a global response to the 
COVID19 crisis, including supporting 
mitigation measures, fi nancing, so-
cial and economic re-organization, in 
partnership with governments and 
civil society.

7. My Education My Right- Even in 
times of crisis, education must remain 
free for all and no additional fees 
should be introduced for school mate-
rials, lunch, or transport.
8. No Going Backwards Governments 
should plan now for the safe reopen-
ing of schools and university systems 
with a focus on groups at higher risks 
of not returning, including girls and 
children with disabilities.
9. During the COVID19 crisis, govern-
ments should guarantee the contin-
ued provision of school services, in-
cluding meal distribution, and ensure 
protection from violence and abuse to 
out-of-school children.

1 covid19india.org 28 May2020
2 medicalnewstoday.com, 27 May 2020
3https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-pol-
itics/when-india-lif t-coronavirus-lockdown-bcg-re-
port-restriction-extended-sept/story/400111.html
4https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/
is-e-learning-the-best-bet-during-lockdown/arti-
cle31426331.ece
5https://www.telegraphindia.com/world/over-154-
crore-students-aff ected-by-schools-colleges-closure-
due-to-covid-19-unesco/cid/1767115
6https://scroll.in/article/960939/indian-education-
cant-go-online-only-8-of-homes-with-school-chil-
dren-have-computer-with-net-link
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Ashok Bind Mohan, Ramesh, Ra-
hul (names changed) and 10 oth-
ers from Daraganj (Baxi Khurd), 
Prayag Raj (Allahabad),UP  are 
all between 10 to 15 years age 
group and are enrolled in ele-
mentary education(Grade5 to 
8). Their school got closed due to 
lockdown from 13th March 2020. 
They were asked to attend digital 
learning from home with smart 
phones. They are extremely poor 
and parents have no job during 
lockdown.  They don’t have smart 
phones and those who have can-
not afford net pack (internet con-
nectivity)

When the teacher asked as to 
why they are not attending the 
digital classes they replied,” Mam, 
we get up early in the morning 
around 3 to 4 am and in a group 
we rush to river for fi shing. By 5 
pm we collected the fi shes and 
rush to local market and sell the 
fi sh. From the sales proceeds we 
purchase rice and kitchen pro-
visions. We also bring some un-
sold fi shes to our home. Then our 
mother cooks the fi sh and rice for 
entire family. By the time we eat 
we are too tired and go to sleep.

For us digital learning is a 
dream which is diffi cult to come 
true.”
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We are certainly in unprecedented 
times since one tiny organism sud-
denly transformed our world and 
lives as we knew it. Despite our wish-
es to go back to normalcy and how 
things were before, one thing is for 
sure. The new era will not look like 
the past, even after the epidemic is 
under control. Based on the new ways 
of thinking and seeing life akin to a 
post-war experience, here are some of 
my predictive analysis on how we will 
do education and social interactions 
post-COVID19 era and how this may 
also be the time to envision possibil-
ities. 

The era of compassion and human-
ity: The epidemic and the enormous 
impact it will have on global health 
may move people to mobilize to sup-
port one another, and it may increase 
global awareness for fi ghting with in-
equalities, human rights violations, 
corporate greed, and expanding so-
cial supports for individuals, families, 
and communities. Global movements 
for social justice may allow commu-
nities to be united to transform the 
functions of government and regu-
latory bodies to have human dignity 
and well-being at the center and put 
less emphasis on money, power and 
capital as fundamental motives for 
systems. 

The era of sustainability: Faced with 
changing life priorities and fi nancial 
diffi culties, we will likely move away 
from taking pleasure in owning, 
spending, and indulging and begin 
to embrace a sense of conservation, 
valuing the limited resources, saving 
and Do-It-Yourself habits. With this, 
we may see a mainstream movement 
towards second-hand purchases, and 
trading networks where items get ex-
changed for another item to save the 
resources and the environment. Dis-
posable items such as napkins, covers, 
diapers may be replaced with reus-
able products. Different fabrics that 
last longer and more durable might 
be adopted with help of nanotech-

nology and organic textiles such as 
silk, bamboo, cotton and wool might 
be preferred more as a way to reduce 
spending on clothing, foster minimal-
ism, and provide comfort and ease. 

The era of environmental sensibili-
ty: Climate change and other environ-
mental issues may attract global at-
tention, as the natural resources such 
as water, minerals, forests, animals, 
plants, and organic farm lands will 
become even more precious. Alterna-
tive energy sources may become more 
popular as a way to reduce cost and 
help preserve resources. We might 
see zoning regulations loosen up to 
allow small animals such as chickens 
and rabbits in backyards, as well as 
urban community gardens to support 
families. 

The era of social technology: Tech-
nology may be increasingly be used 
as a way to connect socially and emo-
tionally. Virtual reality, simulations, 
and other 3D experiences will likely 
be used by wider public and engage 
more senses such as smell and touch 
to connect people. Networking apps 
like Nextdoor, Slack, Shapr, Facebook 
may evolve to have more in-person-
like virtual platforms and opportuni-
ties. Supporting social and emotional 
connections might be a selling point 
and a target for any technology.

The era of smaller in-person gath-
erings: Larger gatherings and social 
groups will likely decrease in num-
bers due to some persisting con-
cerns such as health and safety and 
different approaches to networking 
might be adopted. Local and smaller 
long-lasting friendship circles will 
likely become more popular as a way 
to support personal, spiritual, and 
social growth. The larger gatherings 
such as conventions might rather be 
more prominent in virtual environ-
ments. 

The era of digital and hybrid modes 
of learning in higher education: As it 

was common in higher education for 
non-traditional students, a variety of 
combinations for learning including a 
few day long meetings followed by on-
line classes and peer or small group 
meetings may increase, instead of 
all-online versus all in-person forms 
of higher education. The scrutiny on 
all online institutions may continue, 
as the regulations for quality will be-
come even more important, especial-
ly for for-profi t institutions of higher 
education. Quality standards and 
rating for online learning will be an 
important focus, through which con-
sumers will make their choices for 
learning. With that, free or highly low 
cost options for higher education may 
increase, with businesses and govern-
ment supporting higher subsidies. 

How may the new area transform 
how children grow and learn? 

The desegregation of young chil-
dren, youth and adults: The contem-
porary culture of nuclear family man-
dated children to be placed with the 
same age group, which was a break 
from the traditional society where cul-
tural practices are learned in commu-
nities and adult activities are shared 
with children. In the new era of more 
fl uid and dynamic school, home and 
work practices, the idea of segregat-
ing children from adults may be chal-
lenged; stronger social and fi nancial 
supports for new parents, such as paid 
leave, child incentives, and child care 
subsidy may be available to bring up 
infants, toddlers, with family-based 
child-rearing practices including the 
contribution of each individual at 
home including other children, youth 
and adults. 

The era of kinship and family child 
care: Child care centers may become 
more standardized and regulated 
even at infant and toddler level. With 
lessons learned on supporting health 
families, universal government subsi-
dized care may become the popular 
approach to support each child from 

birth to age 5, which may allow some 
child care centers to serve a large 
number of children to be cared for 
in urban areas. However, many oth-
er child care centers may also need 
to shift towards a loose federation 
of smaller care centers in a local ar-
ea. In that case, the world around 
young children may mimic the local 
and smaller social circles the adults 
are participating with several small-
er groups of child care providers in 
the same area. The regulations and 
quality for home-based child care as 
well as center based care will be sup-
ported, encouraged, and increased by 
government funds, and quality rating 
and improvement systems will be-
come more widespread to oversee the 
standard quality measures. 

The era of fl exible schedules and 
project based learning at 6-12: Fami-
lies may push for a longer school day 
for younger children that includes ho-
listic child development, where play 
and physical activity are integrated 
as essential parts of the day, while 
for older children, fl exible schedules, 
self-initiated learning such as pro-
ject-based learning, and use of more 
technology might be preferred modes. 
Middle and high school students may 
have more opportunities to pursue 
specialized interests within any fi eld 
as young apprentices doing actual 
fi eld work and internships alongside 
adults, while completing their second-
ary education. 

Whatever the future holds for us, 
human and family centered systems, 
and fl uid and dynamic regulations 
might be on the horizon to deal with 
challenges and utilize new opportu-
nities. Think some of the ways you 
already think differently in 2020 com-
pared to 2019. It is a new era.

COVID19 will open a new global era 
in human life, society, and education
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